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Centre News  
 

BRIDGETO BRISBANE 
We are trying to arouse interest in getting an SMI team together for this yearõs Bridge to Brisbane.  
This will be a great opportunity for all SMI staff to get fit while promoting a great cause.   
 
The 10km race, which starts on the Gateway Bridge and ends at the Ekka Showgrounds, will be held on 
Sunday, August 30.  This event promises to feature top -class after-race entertainment at the Ekka 
Showgrounds in Bowen Hills.   
 
The major beneficiary of the 2009 S unday Mail Suncorp Bridge to Brisbane will be the 
Heart Foundation, the stateõs leading organisation in the fight against cardiovascular 
disease. 
 
Entries for the Sunday Mail Suncorp Bridge to Brisbane will open on Sunday 14 June, please contact 
Bronwen Forsyth via email, b.forsyth@uq.edu.au  should you be interested .   
For more information please visit:  www.bridgetobrisbane.com.au/      

 
 Congratulations to Italo Onederra (BRC) and his wife on the recent birth of their daughter, 

Maria Bernadette Onederra.  She was born on Sunday the 10th of May.   
 

 CWiMI would like to welcome back Anthony Almarza. Anthony has returned the centre after an 
extended trip to the UK and wi ll recommence his work as a Research Technician 

 
Federal Budget   
 
The recent Federal Budget initiative, ôAn Innovation and Higher Education System for the 21st 
Centuryõ, provides us with significant opportunities to address some of the issues we have been 
experiencing in relation to the SMI being separated from the EPSA Faculty and the subsequent creation 
of considerable additional ongoing fixed costs for the Institute.  For example, the proposed 
ôSustainable Research Excellence in Universitiesõ measure will address the issues of the indirect costs 
of our research, such as capital maintenance and administrative overheads which are not covered by 
ARC grants and will help address the gap to meet the full costs of research.  Further, the ôJoint 
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Research Engagement programõ measure provides the SMI with a fantastic opportunity to showcase its 
direct industry relevance, as the proposed revised allocation formula will remove competitive grant 
income as a driver of funding. This change will give greater emphasis to end user research by 
encouraging and supporting collaborative research activities between universities, industry and end 
users.   
 

 
New Staff /Student  Profiles : 

 
Michael Scott  has recently joined BRC as a PhD candidate. Michael will be 
researching the fi nancial impact of eco -efficiency parameters in the mining 
industry. Michael graduate from UQ in 2002 with bachelor degrees in commerce and 
science. After graduating, Michael became an R&D validation chemist within the 
neutracutical industry.  
 
 
 

Wenying Li u is a new PhD student in CWiMI who will be working on assessing the 
likelihood through the life of the mine of reaching unacceptable levels of 
constituents at various periods. This likelihood will be combined with the results 
from flotation experiments to  assess the risk of problems occurring. This risk will 
be time based and thereby provide valuable information for sites on both tactical 
and strategic strategies for managing water quality impacts in flotation 
performance. Before coming to UQ, Wenying stud ied in Environmental Engineering 
in China. 
 

 
Upcoming Events:  
 
22-26 June 2009 ð Short course on Practical Monitoring for Improved Environmental Performance 
for the Minerals Industry, Brisbane  
 
This course will focus on practical aspects of water monitoring and data handling interpretation supported by an 
appropriate level of theory.  It includes:  
 

 a generic introduction on the objectives of monitoring and the development of a monitoring program; 

 trigger values and limits for contaminants in surface waters, ground waters and sediments; 

 modules focussed on characterisation of soils and spoils in terms of physical, chemical and biological 
properties; 

 surface water, groundwater and final void monitoring, including monitoring of physical, chemical and 
biological parameters; 

 techniques in gathering, analysis and interpretation of information for the assessment of performance; 

 contaminated sites regulations and monitoring. 
 
The course will also include a water sampling exercise, where participants will have an opportunity to apply their 
knowledge to a practical situation and to experience some of the quality control, data analysis, interpretation and 
reporting issues involved in water sampling. 

 
For more information please follow this link:  
http://www.acmer.uq.edu.au/training/attachments/PracticalMonitoringBrochure2009.pdf    
 
 

Go8 Australia - Germany Joint Research Cooperation Scheme . 

 
The scheme is a joint initiative  of the Go8 universities and the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD), and supports exchanges for Go8 researchers to spend time at partner institutions in Germany 
and for collaborating German researchers to spend time at Go8 universities.    
 
Information  about the scheme and the a pplication process is available 
at http://www.uq.edu.au/research/rrtd/grants -go8-australia -germany-research   
 
Closing date is 30 June 2009.   

http://www.acmer.uq.edu.au/training/attachments/PracticalMonitoringBrochure2009.pdf
http://www.uq.edu.au/research/rrtd/grants-go8-australia-germany-research
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Opening of Applications  
 
 
UQ Trans-Pacific Fellowships  
 

UQ is delighted to announce the opening of applications under the inaugural round of The 
University of Queensland Trans -Pacific Fellowships.  

 

The Trans-Pacific Fellowships (TPF) is a new initiati ve between The University of Queensland (UQ) and 
The University of Washington that funds opportunities for study and research exchanges spanning the 
Pacific Ocean. The University of Queensland Trans-Pacific Fellowships aims to support high -achieving 
UQ undergraduates, research higher degree candidates and staff to undertake study and research at 
the University of Washington. The financial support provided by the Trans -Pacific Fellowships will 
encourage the development of permanent personal and institutional  friendships, as well as the pooling 
of the universitiesõ expertise and resources to derive better teaching and research results.  

 

The University of Queensland expects to fund a minimum of four Trans -Pacific Fellowships for 2009. At 
least one award is ant icipated in each of the Fellowship categories:  

 

 TPF ð Undergraduate Fellowships : Open to UQ undergraduate students to participate in an 
academic exchange for one academic semester. Students are to be in their 4 th semester or 
later at the time of applicatio n (two awards in 2009/2010).   
 

 TPF ð Research Higher Degree (RHD) Fellowships : Open to UQ Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and 
Master of Philosophy (MPhil) candidates to work in a research group at The University of 
Washington for a period of up to three months.   
 

 TPF ð Early Career Academic Fellowships : Open to UQ early career staff to conduct research 
and/or lecture at The University of Washington in academic and professional fields for a period 
of up to 6 months.  
 

 TPF ð Senior Academic Fellowships : Open to UQ academic staff to conduct research and/or 
lecture at The University of Washington in academic and professional fields for a period of up 
to 6 months.   

 

UQ PRIORITY AREAS FOR ROUND 1 APPLICATIONS 
 
In addition to the scheme eligibility and assessment criter ia, a number of priority areas will apply to 
UQ applications under round one of the Trans -Pacific Fellowships scheme. UQ applicants must 
demonstrate a clear alignment with one or more of the following priorities:  

 

 Bio/nanotechnology   

 Science education  

 Imaging  

 Population health   

 Bioengineering  
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Applications under the TPF - Undergraduate Fellowships will be coordinated through the UQ Office of 
Undergraduate Education. Applications under the TPR - RHD, Early Career Academic and Senior 
Academic Fellowships will be coordinated through the UQ Research and Research Training Division 
(RRTD). 

 



 Page 4  

 

 

 The timelines for UQ applications are outlined in the Scheme Guidelines, with an internal close on 17 
June 2009 and final decisions expected to be anno unced in late July 2009 for travel/exchange to be 
undertaken no later than July 2010. A UQ Institutional Management Committee will make the final 
selection of award recipients, based on shortlisted candidates from UQ Faculties and Institutes . 

 
Full details  on the TPF - Undergraduate Fellowships are available from  
http://www.uq.edu.au/uqabroad/financial -assistance 
  
Details on the TPF - RHD, Early Career and Senior Academic Fellowships are available from  
http://www.uq.edu.au/research/rrtd/trans -pacific -fellowships  

 
 
IWC Water  Leader  Scholarships  
 
The IWC Water Leader Scholarships offer full and partial tuition 
scholarships for Australian citizens, permanent residents and 
international applicants for the Master of Integrated Water 
Management program.  
 

Master of Integrated Water Management  
 
The IWC Water Leader Scholarships are available for the 
Masters Program full -time  or part -t ime/distance  study mode. The course 
commences in March 2010. 
 

Scholarship value 

 
International scholarships cover full  tuition  costs of the three -semester full -time, or six -semester part -
time, masters program, as well as overseas student health cover for the duration of the program.   
 
Scholarships for Australian citizens and residents include both full -tuition  and partial -tuition  
scholarships for the three semester program.  
 
IWC Water Leader Scholarships do not include travel, accommodation allowance, liv ing stipend, field 
work or course material costs.   It will be the responsibility of successful applicants to cover these 
costs. 
 

Entry requirements   
 
Á A four year undergraduate degree in a related field of study from an internationally -recognised 

institutio n.  You must have completed a university level qualification which is at least 
equivalent in standard to an Australian four year degree. If you are unsure whether your 
previous university qualification(s) is equivalent in standard to an Australian four yea r degree, 
you should seek advice from the Australian Education Centre in your home country or region, 
or contact UQ International Education Directorate . 
 

Á Demonstrated English language proficiency  
 

Á Two years practical experience in a related field is preferred but not required.  
 

Timeline  
 

Closing date: Applications must be received by IWC and UQ ð 1 August 2009   
 

 
For more information  follow this link:  
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc -scholarships  

 
 

http://www.uq.edu.au/uqabroad/financial-assistance
http://www.uq.edu.au/research/rrtd/trans-pacific-fellowships
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/full-time
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/part-time
http://aei.gov.au/AEI/CmsTemplates/GeneralTemplates/ContentPage.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b0E484446-462C-4267-B201-C51F4C4801E7%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fAEI%2fOffshoreSupport%2fMarketingAndPromotion%2fAustralianEducationCentres%2fDefault.htm&NRCACHEHINT=ModifyGuest
http://www.uq.edu.au/international/
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc-scholarships
http://www.watercentre.org/education/Master_of_Integrated_Water_Management.pdf
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Funding program in Chile  
 
There is a new CONICYT program to fund local universities 
bringing in expert faculty to work with them in Chile for 
periods of 2-10 months.   

They hope to grant funding for around 30 projects this year, with applications opening in late May 
2009.   

It is a good compliment to the Becas Chile program.   Australiaõs embassy in Chile has offered to assist 
applicants with the process.   

More information on the program is available at: http://www.conicyt.cl/573/article -31524.html   

 
 

 

 
Enviromine Seminar 2009  
 

Participants  

Organised by Gecamin and the Sustainable Minerals Institute, the  Seminar aims to provide an 

international forum where mining industry professionals may analyse,  discuss and interchange recent 

innovations and developments on the prediction, p revention and control of environmental impacts 

associated with different mining and metallurgical processes.  

Themes 

The authors of 98 articles will discuss methodological and  technological aspects of env ironmental 

management of mining and metallurgical pro cesses, including: 

o Sustainable mining and environmental design 

o Environmental and social impact assessment in mining projects  

o Dust control in mining operations  

o Prediction, prevention and control of acid mine drainage  

o Mining and hazardous waste management 

o Sustainable water management  

o Sulfate and metal removal in mining and metallurgical effluents  

o Remediation and rehabilitation of mine sites  

o Legal and regulatory requirements.  

Registrations can only be done online by completing the form at  

 https://secure.gecamin.cl/enviromine/2009/en/  

Please note that English-Spanish translation will be available in all sessions.   

 

 

http://www.conicyt.cl/573/article-31524.html
https://secure.gecamin.cl/enviromine/2009/en/
http://www.conicyt.cl/
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Short Course 

Planning for a Sustainable Outcome ð An Integration of Land and Wat er Management strategies in the 

minerals industry  29 - 30 September 2009  

Instructors : 

Professor Chris Moran  

Professor David Mulligan  

Dr. Owen Nichols , consultant and former ACMER Research Program Manager 

Dr. Jacques Wiertz , Adjunct professor, University o f Chile, and representatives from the mining 
companies. 

 

Course Themes 

o Sustainable development (SD): Pre-mining ð operations ð closure ð relinquishment  

o Case study: Successfully achieving SD outcomes and avoiding legacies 

o Workshop: Identifying mining operat ion legacies before and after mining   

o Achieving sustainable outcomes through land management strategies  

o Achieving sustainable outcomes through management of revegetation/rehabilitation and 

biodiversity  

o Achieving sustainable outcomes through improved water management 

o Cumulative impacts  

o Identifying actions/policies through life -of-mine to achieve sustainable outcomes.  

Registration is open at  https://secure.gecamin.cl/enviromine/2009/cp/en/ 

This course will be taught in English.  

  

Early Bird Registration 

Discounted registration fees are available until  30 June 2009 .  Register at www.enviromine2009.com   

 
 
CSRM Congratulates Staff member  

 
CSRM would like to congratulate Dr Daniel Franks, who has recently been selected as 
recipient of the Chancellorõs Medal for 2008 for excellence in the Doctor of 
Philosophy from Griffith University .   
This award was presented to Daniel in recognition of his exceptiona l performance in 
his research higher degree, placing him as one of the highest achieving PhD graduates 
and Science, Environment, Engineering and Technology Groupõs top ranked candidate 
for 2008.   

 
 
Recent Travel:  
  

 27 April ð 8 May  Emmy Manlapig from JKMRC travelled to South Africa  
 10 May ð 13 May  Robin Evans from CSRM travelled to New Zealand  

 24 May ð 31 May  David Brereton and Deanna Kemp (CSRM) travelled to South Africa  

 24 May ð 28 May  Phil Clark CSRM travelled to New Zealand  
 

https://secure.gecamin.cl/enviromine/2009/cp/en/
http://www.enviromine2009.com/
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SMI would like to  invite travelling staff to provide feedback to their Centre travel/finance 
officers  regarding the UQ Travel Management Project.   
 

 
 
Finance and Business Services are pleased to announce the initiation of a Travel Management 
Project.  
 
In consultation wit h the UQ Traveller community, the Travel Management Project will identify 
opportunities, and then implement changes, to improve policy and process across all aspects of travel 
at UQ. 
 
For example: 
 
At time of booking:  
 

1. Reduce the amount of paperwork requir ed to take a simple trip  
2. Enable individuals to book the cheapest available flights on the web  
3. Improve service levels and prices quoted by Campus Travel 
4. Find alternatives to raising purchase orders in UniFi to pay for flights before quote expiry (such 

as a ghost card, or cash passports) 
5. Introduce a new user-friendly comprehensive UQ Travel website, including a feedback email 

address 
 
During Travel:  
 

1. Find a better way of covering costs than advances and acquittals  
2. Reduce duplication of effort required to trac k staff whereabouts in case of an emergency  

 
After Travel:  
 

1. Ensure legislative requirements are met with minimum paperwork and duplication of effort  
2. Implement faster ways of settling/reconciling expenses  
3. Eliminate opportunities for improper use of Uni fund s, or ôdouble dippingõ for allowances and 

reimbursement  
4. Report on and neutralise carbon emissions 

 
What happens next?  
 
Paul Findlay is available to discuss the details and progress with any interested parties, please feel 
welcome to invite Paul to your nex t meeting.  
 
Paul will be contacting the most prolific travellers and travel bookers from each major area of the 
University to participate in the òTravel Management Project Community Consultation Forumsó which 
will occur every 3 weeks for the duration of th e project.  
 
For more details, please visit: Travel Management Project Website   

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.fbs.uq.edu.au/index.html?page=35565&pid=47598
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Workshop Feedback  
 
ACMER Cyanide Workshop, Perth 6 -7 May 2009  
Ron McLean 
 
This workshop, planned wi th input from the International 

Cyanide Management Institute and members of the MCA Cyanide 

Management Working group, focused on recent developments 

with the Cyanide Code, including auditing issues, engineering 

and operational issues.   

The workshop attrac ted 72 participants from gold companies and other personnel with an interest in 

cyanide management or use; participants came from 5 states of Australia, PNG, New Zealand, 

Thailand, South Africa, UK and USA.  Participants were drawn from several disciplines  including 

engineering, metallurgy, chemistry, environmental science, medical, geochemistry and marketing.  

Speakers included Norm Greenwald, Vice President of the International Cyanide Management Institute, 

based in Arizona, speakers from gold companies with operations in Australia and in Thailand, cyanide 

suppliers, engineering companies, consultants and also Dr Barry Noller, who was the principal author of 

the Leading Practice Handbook on Cyanide management, produced by the Australian Government 

Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism. 

 
New Projects  
 
CWiMI 
 
CWiMI has recently commenced an ACARP project titled: Assessing impact of sulphate in saline mine 

site discharge in seasonally flowing streams in the Bowen Basin.  

The project has two primary objec tives:  

1) Develop a locally relevant toxicity data set for sulphate salts and then to use this data to derive a 

trigger value for sulphate that is protective of aquatic organisms in Bowen Basin.  

2) Develop a risk assessment framework that interprets the ecotoxic ology results in a way that will 

allow mines and regulators to determine the risks to aquatic ecosystems associated with mine site 

discharge by: 

 

The project will develop an understanding of the contribution of mine discharge of sulphate in the 

Bowen Basin streams by characterising the EC and ionic composition of natural waters in the Bowen 

Basin pre- and post- mine water discharge, throughout the seasonal hydrograph (from first flush to 

base flow conditions). Ecotoxicology experiments will be conducted usi ng biota from the basin as well 

as lab-reared biota and a range of salt compositions as well as mine waters.  

The ecotoxicology results will be integrated with existing mine site and NRW water quality and stream -

flow data into a modelling framework that can  be used to forecast mine site, river flow and water 

quality conditions and assess the risk to aquatic ecosystems associated with discharge of salty water 

into seasonally flowing streams.  

The first phase of the project will undertake a review of stream an d mine site discharge water quality 

and biomonitoring data for the Bowen Basin. This review will elucidate the factors controlling water 

quality changes and the contribution of mine site discharge to water quality in the streams. In addition 

to the laborat ory experiments field studies will use tracers to determine sources and processes 

affecting sulphate concentrations in the streams.  
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Travelerõs Tales 
 
Claire Cote from CWiMI recently travelled to Northern Chile to carry out an audit of the water system 
of the Collahuasi mine.   
 
Collahuasi is located in the Andean plateau of northern Chile's Tarapacá Region I. Collahuasi is 
operated by a joint venture company, Compañía Minera Dona Inés de Collahuasi SCM. The joint venture 
partners are Xstrata (44%), Anglo American (44%), and a group of Japanese companies headed by Mitsui 
& Co. Ltd (12%).  
 
The operation consists of two major copper deposits ð Ujina and Rosario ð located at altitudes of 4,000 
metres to 4,800 metres above sea level. It processes both coppe r sulphide to produce copper 
concentrates and oxide ores to produce cathodes. The facilities include the Ujina and Rosario open pit 
mines, permanent accommodation complex, concentrator plant, solvent extraction -electrowinning (SX-
EW) plant, and a 200 kilometre pipeline to transport concentrate from the mine to the port of Punta 
Patache, 60 kilometres south of Iquique. Final copper and molybdenum flotation occur at the coastal 
operations.  

Huasco                                                         Huasco                                                           Tailings dam Claire visited  
 
Prior to visiting the mine, Claire travelled to the Salar de Huasco (first two photos) - one of the more 
emblematic High Andean wetlands in Chile for its biological and  cultural diversity and a Ramsar site 
(6,000 hectares) since 1996. One of the ideas behind the trip was to test for altitude sickness (zero 
impact said Claire). Collahuasi has worked with the local Aymara families to build and operate a tourist 
refuge at t he Salar which provided warm and comfortable accommodation.  
 
She then spent a week at the mine (collahuasi.jpg and mitigation.jpg) visiting all im portant water -
related features and meeting with all personnel involved with water. One of the most positive a spects 
of the study was the improvement in communicating team knowledge. The following week was 
dedicated to the coastal operations and to the description and upload of the entire water system in 
CWiMIõs database, WaterMiner. The project was deemed successful and CWiMI is looking forward to 
further working with Collahuasi.  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Collahuasi Mine                                                                             Llama  

 
UQ Policy 

This month, your attention is drawn to the matter of  Financial Delegations.  Please refer to FMPM 3.2 
for more information.  


